AFTER   EVEREST
definite object in the Mission on which to focus then-
interest. One Sunday, she puts it to her class—what
about supporting the native teacher ? All are agreed, and
out comes the few pounds a year. The village has got a
teacher 'now, and a tiny school is built of mud bricks and
coco-nut thatching. Little by little, the villagers learn
what it really means to be a Christian, and though at first
they can't understand it very well, yet, during the years,
it soaks in. It is largely done by the life of the humble
catechist in their little school. He is always kind, always
thinking of other people, always patient, always ready to
help. He says that God can be talked to at any time, not
merely at certain times of festival. He says a lot more, but
what really counts is what he does. He shows them, im-
perfectly, but very truly, that this Christianity they have
adopted is not merely a theory or a change of name or an
escape from untouchability, but a new kind of life.
During the years that follow, the children are brought
up in that village, not with stories of devils and evil spirits
to be propitiated, not even with the far better stories of the
Hindu demi-gods, but with the best story of all. Love,
not fear, is the background of their life. Service, not self, *
is the motive which is set before them. It is bound to have
its effect, and some of their grandchildren are now serving
in Neyyoor Hospital, no longer outcast, but respected by
their patients and their friends, no longer frightened of
imagined spirits of evil, but happy in their work and thor-
oughly jolly at their games. They have their faults, of
course—who has not ? I should be the last person to
pretend that they are all perfect. But the little quarrels
one occasionally has to settle, and the little dishonesties one
is faced with now and then, only serve to call attention to
the solid sterling character and real Christian service which
most of them show in their life and work.
Others of the great-grandchildren of these same village
converts are now in responsible positions in schools and
colleges, as doctors and pastors and lawyers, men who are
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